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Dichotomized Views: Western and- Chmese
Cultural Influence s
Chinese ministers from dlﬁerentbackgfounds tencl_ b pﬁiﬁdﬁyjﬁ%_g %ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁjﬁﬂ
views on the spiriiuality of a servant, Generally_‘ peaklng, the
who recelve Wesiemn theclogical training insist ihet the splrrtuahty
of a servant should include: having been eal[ed by Gad and""

ordained by the church, blessed with splrltual gifts ancE employed

4--*‘«:-

EP 1'%

T ‘El
iR - SR

:‘_ = Ejﬂ——L e Eﬁ
_:E__ %zBIF” §i_? E—: g 55 SR - BINERETBURFEEL
e fﬂiﬁpeﬂ “Kfé%ﬂjﬁ";)\t’t EERREHFETERR

e ry . s
by a congregation, authorized by the government 0. officiate gm Ua““m'tﬁ J{m(f!:zﬁm%ﬁﬂjtﬁ{ﬁ{téﬁu MEZRE
§ E=REY  2—UEmSEEE

wedding, bapfism, funeral, etc., compeienim admmlstr ,"a'nd"r
efficient in his profession. However, mlnlsters frem
traditional Chinese background see thess quahhes as seculanze
and Westemized. They believe that the spmtual qualltses of God'
servants should be: saved and cailed hy Ged 5 grac pious
orientation, humble in attitude, and faithiul | |n serwce

_ i85 "'eémﬁﬁﬁue ol TR TEATR &
'éeﬁj 12 _:;{\1316 17.28:10 ¢ %7 1:14, 18, 15:26, 17:24 ¢ $if&
1314 7'7Jn46'11:1 6 -

Both views are correct and Incorrect at the same tlme They are
both correct in that each identifies one dlmensmn ef the. true .
spirituality of a servant of the Lard. They are beth wrong because.-
they insist on only one dimension of spmtuahty, operatlng on the -
“either-or" assumption and orientation. Accordmg to the Blble

¢mﬁxym%'@%rEMJ

the characteristics listed in these fwo visws should bei ln a“both— :UEMDW’“%%%EB?_F =EaftEn AR B
and" relationship (Gen. 1-2; Matt, 3:16-17, 28:19; Jn. 1:14, 18, - -:ﬁ'ﬁ"*” . EEERTEERMINGE (eg Helsa boy: subject+
15:26, 17:24; 2 Cor. 13:14; Gal. 4:6; Heb. 1:5- 6) S predicate) ,&%ttﬁﬂttﬂmﬁzﬂ’ﬂﬂ%ﬁ (e.g. Tames Smith, 7 Main

St.; Pararhse, PA USA) . E—FTE B DR ARB CIE

Rethinking Spirituality from the Chmese Cultural o mgﬁ‘"‘i 1’“'83 rﬁi ) ATRB B ANDE"

Viewpoint R
. ( Figure1 — ‘ Figure 2 B
The “Western Cognitive Pattern,” inherited from Europe and S — ‘

. - Western “Either-or” Sino “Both-and”
represented in current American culture, is dualistic. Take _ Dualistic / dichatomistic Dualistic /
English as an example. Therelis a distinction between subject - a Pattern #J Gom%epéﬁz?é’afﬁm

By R it
and predicate in any sentence, e.g. “He (subject) + is a boy ﬁﬁ FRULRIE L - = 12
(predicate).” Names of peaple and places begin from the parts
to the whole, .g. James Smith; 7 Main St.; Paradise, PA, USA.
As shown in Figure 1, the circle is partitioned into two halves, A&
B. According to Aristotelian logic and the law of non-contradiction,
Ais not B, and B is not A, each Half being either A or B.

=
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Chinsse have & Very difierent cognitive pa
since Chinese IS monosyllabic and |dc0graphs
words and seniences has to do with Lhe [

iorming the whale. Names for peopls and pla .es begln Wit the
clan, and then mave 10 family, and onto the mdwldual l;ﬂm'l
of phrasal viords is the combination of cppcsnfe paifsiZFigur
illustrates the complementary parts oi ‘ym-yang"___ &n equilibnue

torming ihe whole. It is hollstic (the. whole cm:le

TR

complementary parts of yin and yang. Itis miegrahomsh Htit not

dichotomistic, for there Is “yang in yin" and, ‘yln in yang 18 1y
are neither dizlectic nor mutually excluswetﬁﬁfa’ré bo "_::

and hiolistic.

Similarty, we learn from the doctsine of the Tnmty' ’rhat e ks
one God who Is Supreme above alf and yet the Fa'ther,
and the Haly Spirit sharing In honor, pOWEES and glory \
in Figura 3, the three are distinct in tdenﬁty,,o' m essence but
three in existence, unity with diversity, unmn m G

holistic in harmony. This is the Trinitarian mode! comple_ mEntan
to the Chinese pattem (both- and) = :

A Diagram of

the Trinity
= ENEEE ~

SPIRIT
ik

Figure 4 llustrates the formation of various iheological Issuss from
the perspectives of church history &nd systematic theology.
Chinese ministers, in recelving Westem theolagical training, often
find the foliowing debates boring: the christolagical controversies

: %’%ﬁﬂé&%

of the early years in church history, the conifict (Calvinism vs. EEIR uﬁF‘iJf‘Z—- B ’W-Eﬁ?iﬁ”—%f—‘;«i?"‘ﬁi]iﬁ;ﬁ = (EEERE
Arminianism) an ihe doctiine of Scivanon in the Reformation, the 7 H%ﬁ == A TERETME GIEsERSTLE

k

debate on the inerrancy of the Scnpturas she search and study of uﬁi‘:ﬁ‘ém%ﬁm s - SEERMNED raek g BIEE

fha “histarica! Josus,” and the phenomanon of tha “Jesus serminar” TR B 4\@[&'1 ) ETElEHERR r=—i (%

e 2 B

i m%d 'Eﬂﬁ'@@«x é'ﬁ;‘)ﬁﬂ SRR s Hl e

Q

in racent years, etc. This Is because they operale from & Sino
"hoth-and” mindset whereas the root of the contentions and
conflicts, and contrast sprang from the Western glther-cr

cognitive pattam. Figure 5 compares and contrasts the strengths
and weaknesses of the Westerm' and Sino-cognitive pattams.
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TR



Figure 4 B

Figure 5 B Comparing & C

= (

==

Items

Nature &8

Either-or, dichotomistc,
& exclusive

FRALEHE - FEEITN

d;alcctic, contradictory

T - TSIERE

Western . : . .
Pattern Either-Or: Contradictory & Dialectical
EEER Ik gtk BRI EE2MF B
rChrlstalo + Christ's divinity Z& RUiRE « Chrst's humanity =289 NS
= + The Cheist of "L_erynma EEmREE » The historical Jesus EEAYERER
« God's sovereignty & predestination « Man's choice & free will AERERE
RIS
Soterialeg-y » Faith {%il\_}\ » Reason :._—_-"_-é:
Theological WER » Grace HE » Works {3
Topics « Evangelize to save souls EERTE « Social zospel: being Light & salt
memE HEES  (BANE
Fcclesiology | + Universal clrch %ﬁ;ﬁa « Local congregation HeslE
HE + Organismic union LmmEaE + Organizational structure SEEES
Eschatology
SttiE = « Already ERE v+ Motyet SR
Bibliology " « Divine revelation & ingpiration » Human commuaication & interpretation
B B MEIENR / B AEER [ BB

Both-and, mtcgrationisﬁc, eguilibrium,
compiementary & holistic
ECbTVE - S - BT N

= e

Strength 3EE

Analytically powerful at maco level
PR = (=L PAE=

Integratively powerrul at maero level

z_é.:ﬁl‘é“@ BT

|

Weakness 3525 Prompts to be pa:aéo,..tcal and dialecticel Tends to be monistic and syncretistic
EFiSTEE s RS wfmu-.—rgﬁﬁwm“c :
Chnractemshc Confrontational, changing, individualistic, satf- Harmonious, siable, g‘ruup—solidaristic,
RS -reliant, autonomous - interdepeadent, other—dxrected
; = e e BABRER - ol R - S E TR 5D
N Diaiecncal dualism Cormg leme tary equilibrium
" Macro GE D ntary eq
Cro st e | BRI a5 ZeTER
Micro 38 Competmve, changing, linsal Cooperative, consarvaﬁve, cyclical
B | kR SRR nE | BT ERE

L

effin
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The Spirituai Quaiities ofa$

=" wmm%d@ﬁﬁ%r—_ml VETIE

Efﬂ—xﬂhi "35—1?351?@ &

\f&ﬁ%;ﬁ? :zé"fé;_‘fi ' i‘:ﬁlll‘;h’;z:%
sgither-or” style of theological trad(tmn

characteristics in the middle column of i

type cognitive "both-and’ pattern should b
on the right-hand calumn of Figure 6.

Basically, {he "hoth and” patterm encnmpasseat e =i5
under the heading “Principle,” empha=tzing'the Life Quality Ministry Productivity
Emae THRSREL
The “spirituality” that adneres to biblical truth and ihaf iscon Faithfulness Fruitfulness
: ik = “Both-and”
with Chinese cufture should have 7 aspect a S
: Character Carear —=EE
two levels. It is very important to keep { the prnp e B
companents in each lavel. Mlxmg the ord Servanthood Leadership
e | odz=s . eEyEED
ebout spirtuality. EPNE SHEAEE
Soy'_darity Individualicy
1. Grace - Gifts = BA
. People-Oriented Program-Oriented
Aspiritual man shouldbe & recrpsent of Ga =

and regeneration with calling to serve and.
Experience of God's fife- changing grace ' 3
ministry/service gifts (ie. the manifestation: o grace the
gifts for service: evangelism, teaching, heahng, e%c. ig
‘have received God's grace but not serving others is ypocrztz
and selfish. Meraly demonstrating gits without the gracé of beanng
the fruit of the Spirit {love, joy, peace, humlhty etc) renders the

presurned gifts quastionable, suggesfing them to he no mcr than Origint Grace "Gitts
counterfeits. Gracs precedes gifts but not w1thout g\ﬁs to serv AR sk} B
Nature Life guality Ministry Productivity
9, Life Quality ~ Ministry Productwlty:: ' &H A LIERAL
b S Criterion Faithfulness Fruitfulness
Betare showing any ministry productivity, 1.2., “God worklng through_- PRt =8| = WER
him," & sarvant of the Lord should have expenenced the'_i,_" O Worker Charactar Career
transformation of life lry “God working in hir.” Without the Spmt-'_ - I‘/’\ elicy B
indwelling reality, the Spirlt endowment of gifts for service Is ' A;im‘ie S?ﬁﬁf;d. Lf:g;;hﬁlf
‘ HEE = MR SE AR
‘impossible. Othanwise, those wha are prone io the busybody, R ‘Prim?c . R ,Solidai‘lty } I:;ivi T a;ty
aMartha-like” service will lose that blessing which Marysecured - =2k guam @A
(Lk, 10:42). Those who baast of having high qualites and supreme . Focus People-Oxented Program-Oriented
' =2 A =

spirfuality but without productive ministry are unwise stewardsor - =5

BLEZHgBRTEN « AANETIR , ' a19s




lazy workers, lacking strong desire to serve eﬁectlvely wnth Sp:nt—
empowerment. Life quality precedes mlmstry productlwty but not

without the laiter.

3. Faithfulness = Enectweness c

Contemporary Christian workers place too much emphasns on‘,-

efficiency and oiten forget that ministry opportunmes and ress.llt
are given by God, not man- -mads, methodulogy lnducad 0

efficiency-driven. On the ather hand, those who talk or bemg‘_:

faithiul, focusing on minutiae, missing the' ngdo perspectlve
and losing the vision for warldwide evangel:za‘l _ ',
exercising their spiritual gifts In ministry and ‘_annot clalrn to b
faithfui at all. Faithfulness precedes eﬁectwenesa bui not mthou
the latter.

4. Character = Carear

Whether serving God vacaticnally (full- tlme) or not no- god
servart should think of himsalf as having a career or a profess

alone. Neglecting the primacy of godiy character over career lsi

"ministerial professionalism,” and not "mlnlstenal splntuallsm
Many servants of God are gonscious of ihe godly charact
required for Christian ministry at the early stage of their serwc
Unfortunately, when Christian orgamzatlons grow blgge
institutional organizations become more cornpie _quantl Ly:
gradually replaces the quality and the preoccupa’uon of geﬁ;ng
things done professionally then crowd out matters of character

order,

5. Servanthood = Leadershsp

Atrue servant of the Lord is a humble servant or all as Chnst was‘ . _
(Lk. 22; Jn. 13;1 Cor. 8). Leadership, accordlng to the world is
occupying a high position above others. Self-appmnted leaders

of the world are not Christ's way of servanthood. Only those who
serve others with God-fearing, self-abasing humility are leaders

of true spirituality. Christ's exaitation by God the Father as Lord/ -

leadsr abaove all came only after his lowly service, painful
crucifixion, and humiliating death. Moses mads many excuses
for mimself when, called by God. This was nat a sign of true
spirituality. He only sounded humble and seemed sp1rltual when
resisting God's calling and refusing God's commission.

Servanthood is a prerequisite attitudeforientation of humility for

godly leadership and genuine spirituality.

True spirituality requires both character and career in thexr pmper'r AT -
. RN g Eﬂﬁiﬁf i aﬂ.uaEuE%

- FE < SR ERITR ;:fgizizﬁmjc‘ﬁwd\  AREREEE- K
H;E:ﬁ ?En).ruﬂ_y 5
ol ’E-ﬂ ' P‘:?ﬁﬂfgﬁfﬁlﬁ E
- AB’J =8 -sﬁﬁiﬁfaﬁium,mﬁmﬁ?ii’;'nﬁulu='

ltmﬂmwwm:ﬁ+ﬂEﬂﬁﬂm  ETEATE
EEIES TEHIVE
S TETES S RPHER) -

r(m

P EEEEETE
“’Mﬂf =) ﬂﬁ?ﬁéi%?%%@%’ﬂ'gj%
o A -

'
,E:' piﬁiffpﬁﬁﬂﬁmJ\aﬂxﬁ Rl
ﬁﬁ%% N -:F-.-Tj—;m Ei:u\ﬁm_l:

Efﬁnn!‘ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ o

#5(God working in us) TR
S : gﬁﬁi 45 (God working through
u5) "Fﬁ__.%émff( irit indwelling) ATEEREES « RTUEER
: irit endowment) 7 BHEERAICATMAERE

= RELTE - A - B8

#ﬁiFﬁﬂéﬁE’JwJU ! :S’E’TJL.ADHT“AET$

s/ - REERRS 'Eéﬁ%ﬁ_’id

JJJ""“-‘[_,\IL\ KEEESH - N2kE

" ;; mn] 5 (Character) - §{LL (Career)

VEI@L—J\ (ﬁErﬁ‘}F%X’-“ﬁmﬁﬂ) N At A A e T

BEL J\ﬂ:ﬁﬁinn'i":?: saRRESESRIY (mmlsterlal

pmressmnaltsm) ' rﬂiﬁmiﬁ-ﬂ{t (ministerial spirimualism) ° R
(—RFEI)\_}':ZI-J =) SEERE BERIASEAR 18
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' 6. Solidarity = Individuality K =28 (Servanthood) - SEEARE
He who seeis self-fulfilment above the King
on seli-Intarest before the collective good ¢ b
really spiriiual. Individualism is one of the i - EREASSEREEA - oE=
CHRiEmilEAS 253
Wastern culiure with precccupation of individual : s
, PrEOCOUPRNIAN & st = CemsnmEEAR  EBUEE
actualization, self-autonomy, self-reliance, . e
: TEDOEENREES - AETERE
aroup {e.g. family, clan, etc.) in Eastemn c - ) -
: (=R - (EE
teaching on group selidarity of ihe Bible (e g. solidarity In { |
the Church, the Kingdom of God, etc.}. Sa
unlversal stonement of Christ before an in G AT
Christ but not without the latter. The doctring of the Church givi = lda”ty) =+ {BA (Individuality)
=gt “Faf@)\ﬁiﬁi MEsiEAR
oM ESHEATE EREASH

' ﬂ\\‘?ﬂuﬂ—rm ’I\IIEIDA% %

rimary featurds of -

srimacy 1o the sofidartty of tha bady of Q'_h»rist,‘
God, etc. over individual members but not:

spirituality gives priority 10 collective so 4 ﬂﬁzgﬁﬁﬁ(seu_acmmaﬁﬁn} EERE
persons but not without the latter. : _ . S - EEEEEE

, EEE S = YEES %%ﬁ%ﬂ%ggm%u
7. PeopiE"OnentEd up PI‘OgI‘ S o=g =, S JEREAT j@&%ﬁaﬁaﬂﬁ FaE

Gonte grary Christians, fiving in a tec
pruﬂ\n@jé place much emphasis on minls

of spiritual farmation, program-orienie

His messengers befora He can use th T e
S1R737% (methodology) * FHIEAS (pro-

._:']:(designated task) ¢ $HEDHEERERRELN -
1) + BB 2 A(pecple-orieated) + FEAR(E
rhg -~ M= BERHE TA
A - TE REERRREEE -

preoccupled with the "how” or “how to.” Si;ifit al ministry

Thers is the priority of people/personne
without the latter.

i . ATERIR | TIHREI RN
A lttié' £ ‘E (holistic) ~ &2 {integrationistic) fvdge s
@mmﬁﬂymwkﬁﬁﬁﬁk)u%ﬂ_m%% EWE—

i @mzﬁi‘@m4ﬁa>  SRYEESATERENE(R

dimensians in each of the above seven’ éspects (prtmary &
secondary principles) and yet mairitain the properorder Othemns '
it is fragmented, faully, contradictory to Scnptural teachmgs and :
consequently unchristian. The compar’cmentai[zatmn of the twu iittﬁﬁfﬁ) kS '—_FzﬂFﬁ i (EMERES - EEE)  MIEERT
dimensions and the dialectical/ dichatarnistic orlentataon of the ‘:' L ff&:f (dlchotomsuC) jrﬂwElﬂ (dialectical) : SXEELEZRIR (exclu-
Western parspactive of spirituality can be rmsleadlng 55 ' J - S ‘swe ObSESSNE) ‘@ ;

- : ‘ . S finoch Wan is professor of anthropology & missions at

Refosmed Theological Seminary - Jackson, Mississippi.
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